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Net I PR

Network for international Protection of Refugees

Post : Secretary, 18 Shannon Place, Adelaide SA 5000, Australia
E-mail: netipr @ senet.com.au TelfFax:

30 August 2001

The Hon John Howard, MP

Prime Minister of Australia

Pariament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Facsimile: (+612) 6273-4100 / 6271-5414

Dear Prime Minister: ‘
Re: The 438 Asylum-seekers on MV Tampa

We are from the Network for International Protection of Refugees (NetlPR) — a South Australian refugee
advocacy group. We appeat to your government to receive the 438 asylum-seekers who were rescued
by MV Tampa. As we understand, the MV Tampa was on its journey to Singapore from West Australian
port of Fremantle. As MV Tampa reaches a few nautical miles off Christmas island, the Captain has
received a distress signal from a boat carrying 438 asylum-seekers heading to Australia. The Captain
picked up these distressed asylum-seekers within international water at reasonable distance from
Christmas Island. The asylum-seekers asked the Captain to send them to Christmas Island. On Monday
27" August, the MV Tampa has stopped near Christmas Island within Australian water. The Australian
government ordered the MV Tampa to tum back.

The NetlPR should like to point out that the 438 asylum-seekers have reached Australian territory and
expressed their intent to seek asylum from Australia. The Australian government will be in breach of UN
Convention Relating to Status of Refugees (1951) by tuming away the MV Tampa and by refusing MV
Tampa to leave these asylum-seekers. We believe the Australian government must receive and process
the people who request asylum within its territory, regardless of the way the asylum-seekers arrived
Australia.

We should also like to point out there is nothing that could prevent these asylum-seekers from leaving
the MV Tampa; just as they have availed themselves of being rescued by the MV Tampa. Currently, MP
Tampa is at 8km off Christmas Island. We would therefore urge Australian government to urgently send
an appropriate vesse! to MV Tampa to welcome these asylum-seekers,

On this occasion, we also urge your government to abolish the practice of long-term mandatory
detention of asylum-seekers and to remove the provisions of Temporary Protection Visa. These
so-called “tough measures” introduced by the Australian government have no effect whatsoever on
asylum-seekers deciding to come to Australia. Therefore, please remove these govemment policies
which are causing only misery and suffering to the refugees and asylum-seekers.

in closing, thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours respectiully o

Vo

U NE 00, Secretary, NetiPR.
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Vanda Carson

A NORWEGIAN ship
carrying 438 sick and starv.
ing refugees was moored in
limbo off Christmas Island
last night, with John How-
ard refusing to allow them
to disembark and Indonesia
relictant to let them berth
anywhere in its territory.

The Tampa was riding
anchor 14 nautical miles
(26km) from Christmas Island.
just outside Australian terri-
torial waters, an area where
Indonesia is responsible for
gearch and rescue.

The Tampsa's captain was
desperately trying last night to
organise food and medicine
deliveries to the mostly Middle
Eactern refugees, while walt-
ing to hear If Indonesia would
allow him to berth, sald =
spokesman for the ship’s
owner, With Wilhelmsen,

INSIDE

Leaky boat to heartbreak
FEATURES

Captain Arne Rinnan sald
from Uthe ship yesterday the
asylum-geekers were S&easick
and in shock, and he had been
foreed Lo head for Christmas
Island when several threat-
ened to jump overboard if they
were returned to Indonesia or
Singapore.

“They were aggressive and
highly cxcited and w¢ were all
threatened,” he said.

The Pritne Minister gaid
Australin was discussing with

Indonesia the plight of the

boat, but considered it an fssue
for Jakara and Norway to
resclve.

Indonesia was undecided
how to respond and was still
“digeussing the problem with
Auslralia”, said a spokesman
{or its embassy in Canberra.

Biil Jakarta Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Wahid
guprivad said If Australia had
refused the refugees entry
perauze they Jacked proper
documaeniis, Indonesia saw no
regsan to allow them back.

Norway urged both Aust-
ralla. and Indenesia to take
responsibility, “We cannot let
the countries in the reglon shy

N TO
ties,” said a Norwegian For
eigr Ministry spokesman.
Captain Rinnan pleaded for
help from Australia, saying he
did not have enough food for
everyone i board. - -
But Mr Howard said Aust-
ralia had to balance its
decency and generosity with
the need to make certain that

refugees who came to Aust-

ralia were cumnpaced wikh aik
others who wanted to come.
©On board the Tampa were 26
women, two of them pregnant,
43 children, the youngest a

year old. and 369 men, said Mr

Wilkelmeen,

«Ome  survivor i uncon-
sclous, others are suffering
from suspected dehydration
and one has & suspected bro-
ken ankle,” the company said
in & statement.

The Tampa received a dis-
tress alert at 1lam on Sunday
that a vessel was adrift, and
altered course to go to its help.

The Tampa localed the 20m
grey wooden fishing vessel
=M Palapa 1 about p0km off
the coast of Java, Indouesia.

The fishing boat was in poor
gondition, with severe damage
to Lhe stern and superstruc-

{ire, said the Norwegian GO

pany. “All survivors were given
a bowl of hot soup, bread ahd
water and tollels wore installed
in one of the ship's emply
containers.  Blankets  were
given to all women and chil-
dren.”

The company was doing all
it could for the survivors btit
ite faciiities, intended for &
crow of 27, were limited.

The survivors said they were
trom Afghanistan, Pakistan.
ari Lanka and Indonesia.

Mr Howard said there was a
clear obligation under inter-
national law for the asylum-
seekers to be taken to the
nearest feasible point of dis-
embarkation. the Indonesian
port of Merak.

Ausiralin was ready Lo pro-
vide humanitarian help to
those on board the ship.

Oppositlon Leader Kitn Bear-
ley supported the Covernment's
stance but Donald Rothwell,
professor of international law at
Sydney University, said Aust-
ralia was obliged to offer help to
people in distress.

Refugee Councll of Aust-
ralia spokeswoiman Margaret
Piper said: “What the Govern-
ment haz done s conslstent
with its recent efforls to push
responsibility elsewhere for

-

dealing with people who could

need protection.”
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The

Friday!

Fishing vesset KM Palapa 1 with -
434 boatpeople on board leaves

indonesia

Saturday, about 1pm
Coastwatch flight spots KM

~ Palaga 1, apparently in distress.
‘Indonesian authorities notiffed

Sunday, t1am

...Dcmmgﬁn: flight spots K Patapa
T signaliing SOS about 150km from
Ozzmﬁ:,._w.m Istand. Mayday issued

Sunday, 3.15pm-6pm

Tampa arrives, rescues boatpeople
and crew. Heads for Indonesia but
the refugees persuade the caplain to
go to Christmas Island. On arrival, it
drops anchor offshore and waits
Yesterday, 11am-1pm

The Government refuses the Tampa
entry to an Australian port. The
Tampa, which has almost reachad
Christmas Island, is ordered to
ratreat outside Australian waters,
which extend 12 nautical miles
{22km) from the island. The Tampa
moves outside the zone and waits

I
Floating ::Emiwn Tha ._.m_sum 26km off Christmas Island yasterday and its captaln Ame ms:m: :
u.::-.mﬁ_mw. _n ._mm.... {WST)
Norwegfan fréighter Tampa leaves
Fremanie bound for Singapore

mwmnﬁ.m of suicide hangs over mw%wm

Yanda Garson
Natalie 0°Brien

CAPTAIN Arne Rinhan was
just a few nautical miles off
Christmas Istand when the
message came in, :

His ship, packaed with
hundreds of sick, disiressed
and some unconscions
boaipeople, was ref :me
perniission to exter Aastralian
waters within sight of the ting
Australien terricors.

Coastwaich officlals,
relaying a messege from
Canberra, ordered Captain
Rionan toturn aroundand

)

return b0 internationat waters,
but the Tampa stayed
anchored 14 nautical miles off
theisland last night.

Capiain Rinnan told The
Austratian by satelllite
telephons he had al least four
uneonsclols people needing
wrgent medical attention, two
of whom had been foaming at
themouth earlier inihe day. A
man with a broken ankleanda
seven-tnonths-pregnant
woman &£lso needed attention,

“Itis very frustrating. No
one is responding (o our
requests for medical supplies,
we have sick people on board,”

hesaid Hefeared it wasa
"hopetess” sitnation, The
boatpeople had threeatened to
kil themselves if the Tampa
tried Lo leave.

“Tam afraid the outeome wili
bewe have to go bo Indonesia
and they will jurnp overboard,”
hesald.

Alier their rescue, five
asyilim-seckers had
threalened to commit suiclde
il ke did not steam towards
Clhiristmas Island.

The men had storimed the
bridge and threatened ta jump
overboard il he returned therm
o Indonesia.

“They were aggressive ar-

highiy excited,” he said, "W
were all threatened, There
atense moment up there, I
respensible for Che safety o
the vessel”

Az soom a5 the Australian
search-and-reseue authori.

had given him permission t-

enter Australian waters, th
group had ealmed down,
The Tampa was alerted o
1lam oh Sunday Lo be on Li:
look-out fer the boat, which

© was drifting and lesking, It

was tocated 2L 2.15pnr and i
took about three hours to
offload everybocdy-
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