Dr. Ne Oo,

48/2 Ayliffes Road,

St. Mary’s, Adelaide,
AUSTRALIA SA 5042.
Ph:(08) 277 4890

June 17, 1993

Ms SADAKO OGATA,

UNHCR,

CASE POSTALE 2500,
CH-1211 GENEVA-2 DEPOT,
SWITZERLAND.

Dear High Commissioner,

RE: Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh-Burma border

With regards to the request of an internationally monitored repatriation for
Burma-Rohingyas, we have made a plea to the Australian Foreign Minister, Sen.
Gareth Evans on April 27, 1993. We noticed that some initiatives in this regard
have been carried out by the international community. On 20-May, officials from
US state Dept. requested ASEAN to refuse Burma of the membership if no
concessions being made. On 27-30 May, there was a high level talk between
Singapore and SLORC took place. By observing such a high-level visit paid by the
Burmese military, it is conceded that SLORC is keen to join ASEAN. As yet, there
are no signs of concession from SLORC on this issue.

We expect that further approaches by the Government of Bangladesh and UNHCR
may help for SLORC in considering the concession. It had been reported that
SLORC is considering to allow a UNHCR contingency in Arakan State [Bangkok
Post 24/3/93]. We are sending letters to the Government of Bangladesh for a
follow-up talk on this issue. We wish the High Commissioner encourage the
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh for this task.

The SLORC is apparently suspicious of UNHCR's intention and appears worrying
about the implications of allowing UNHCR inside Burma. It will be helpful to
clarify the possible role of UNHCR in Arakan State. It will be definitely helpful to
issue a threat of United Nations Security Council resolution on this issue.

We therefore urge the High Commissioner to consider at issuing following message

to SLORC:

- UNHCR have limited resources and now an urgency to repatriate
Burma-Rohingyas. :

- UNHCR intend to set-up a contingency in Arakan State. The UNHCR head
quarter will be resided at Sittwe(Akyab) and its sub-divisions at Buthidoung and
Moungdaw. There will be only the UN personnals (No UN security forces intend
to deployed.)




- The UNHCR will treat Rohingyas as refugees after repatriated back to Arakan
State (*). The refugees will not be hand-over to SLORC. These refugees will be
hand-over to forth-coming democratic government.

- The Rohingyas should be allowed to participate their normal livelyhood activities
after resettled in their former inhabitant. The UNHCR team will regularly check
the Refugees. :

- The UNHCR will be sensitive to the serious human rights abuses by the local
authorities. UNHCR will not tolerate serious treatments by Burma’s authorities,
such as forced labour, rape, extra-judicial execution, detention and prosecution
without a proper trial.

- The SLORC is advised that, because of actual urgency to repatriate refugees,
UNHCR will commend the 1992 resolution of UNGA to be enforced through

United Nations Security Council, unless the proposed concession is being made.

- A friendly advise is given that the SLORC personnels who believe to be involved
in shooting the refugees at Naaf river on February 1992 should transfer to other
states.

(*) To our knowledge, Burma is not a signatory to the international law regarding
with refugees. In this case, UNHCR may have to work with the promise given by
SLORC.

My personal thanks are to the High Commissioner for the attention given to the
Burmese refugees and Burma. We are hoping that SLORC will make this
concession in time for next ASEAN ministerial meeting in July. We will be
advocating the United Nations Security Council to intervene unless the concession
being made by the end of July 1993.

Yours respectfully and sincerély,

L2MEL
Ne Oo

(1) Sen. Gareth Evans, The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Parliament
House, Canberra, ACT 2601.



RS DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE
CANBERRA A.C.T. 2600

17 May 1993

U Ne Oo

Department of Physics and Mathematical Physics
The University of Adelaide

South Australia 5005

Dear U Ne 0o

Thank you for your letter and enclosures of 27 April 1993
addressed to Senator Evans concerning the situation of the
Rohingyas in Burma and the Australian Government’s response.
Senator Evans has asked me to reply on his behalf.

The Australian Government is deeply concerned at the serious
human rights situation in Burma and the refusal of the State
Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) to transfer power to
a democratically elected government.

The Australian Government has introduced a number of measures
to help maintain the momentum of international pressure on the
SLORC to accelerate the pace of political reform and to adhere
to internationally accepted standards of human rights. The
Australian Government has implemented bans on bilateral aid and
defence exports to Burma. We have urged countries known to
supply arms to Burma to discontinue such exports. We have
encouraged the ASEAN countries to use their undoubted influence
with Burma to promote positive changes. The Government also
initiated a seminar on Burma at Griffith University in Brisbane
from 3-4 December 1992 to help focus attention, both in Aus-
tralia and overseas, on the situation in that country.

Other measures implemented by the Australian Government to
promote change in Burma include support for strong resolutions
at last year’s United Nations General Assembly and this year’s
session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (CHR49). These
resolutions focus on the human rights situation and make
specific reference to oppressive measures directed at ethnic
minorities.

In the specific case of the Rohingyas, Australia has actively
supported the efforts of the UNHCR to gain access to Burmese
refugee camps in Bangladesh, and continues to support the
establishment of a UNHCR presence in Burma to monitor the
repatriation process. UNHCR has advised the Australian Govern-
ment that it is currently satisfied with the extent of its
access to Burmese refugee camps in Bangladesh. While there
were reports of some involuntary repatriation of Burmese
refugees from Bangladesh in late 1991, UNHCR has indicated that
subsequent repatriation from Bangladesh have been made on a
voluntary basis. Australia will continue to monitor the repa-
triation of the Rohingyas very carefully.



Senator Evans has on several occasions urged the ASEAN coun-
tries to put more substance into their policy of "constructive
engagement" with Burma by using their influence with the SLORC
to promote positive change.

Yours sincerely

_____ | dt& &\)L.G\A

\. J Pea
‘ Assistant Secretary
South East Asia Branch
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